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further developed, and its own great potentialities more fully
exploited by capital investment, a prosperous economic
future would lie before the only British Colony on the South
American continent.
British Guiana indeed is the natural gateway to Brazil and
the immense basin of the Amazon, which must one day be
developed. Great Britain has a very great capital investment
in Brazil and the development of her own Colony bordering
that vast country should therefore be of special interest to
her. With good sea communications and the construction
of motor roads through the interior, British Guiana would
provide ready access to Brazil and the rest of South America.
The Colony itself, moreover, has wide productive powers
and varied timber and mineral resources, besides very great
hydro-electric potentialities, only awaiting exploitation.
It has lately been suggested that the interior, together
with parts of the adjoining French and Dutch territories,
should prove suitable for settlement by European refugees,
and an Anglo-American commission reported in favour of
the proposal in 1939. Such a settlement would certainly
bring a welcome and much-needed influx of population,
energy and capital enterprise.
BRITISH HONDURAS
This small Central American Colony, about the size of
Wales, had its origin in the settlement early in the seven-
teenth century of tenacious bands of logcutters who, in spite
of repeated attempts by Spain to drive them away, remained
in possession, aided by the friendly Mosquito Indians, until
1798, when the last attempt to establish Spanish sovereignty
was defeated by them in the "Battle of St. George's Cay."
The whole stormy history of the Colony is told in the
Archives of British Honduras, edited by the late Sir John